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Introduction 
 

“What every heart desires in particular 
God give in due time. 
On earth much happiness, much prosperity 
In heaven eternal bliss. 
Amen, that this may come true 
Wishes Johann Schultz for the Year New.”1 

Johannes Schultz was born in Lüneburg in 1582, 
where he probably also received his musical train-
ing. From 1605 until his death in 1653, he was or-
ganist for the Brunswick-Lüneburg court in Dan-
nenberg. Schultz published several collections of 
compositions from various genres, including both 
purely instrumental works and vocal works with 
secular and sacred content. Schultz, who lived in the 
same town throughout his life, only followed the 
trends of the time with hesitation. In his works, he 
mostly represented a somewhat earlier time than his 
own.2 

One of the aforementioned collections, which he 
had printed in Hamburg in 1645, is a musical New 
Year’s wish for his employer. The title page reads: 
Glückselig Fried und Freudenreich Musicalisch | 
New Jahres Wunsch | Dem Durchleuchtigen Hoch-
gebornen Fürsten und Herrn | Herrn AUGUSTO | 
Hertzogen zu Braunschweig und Lüneburg | Seinem 
gnedigsten Fürsten und Herrn unterthänigst mit 
nachfolgenden Gesängen | als | … [table of con-
tents] … | Componirt von | Johan Schultzen Lüneb: 
Fr. Br. L. Organisten zu Dannenberg | … Hamburg 
/ Gedruckt bey Jacob Rebenlein / und in Verlegung 
des Autoris | Im Jahr 1645.3 The print consists of 
eight part books containing the parts Cantus Primi 
Chori, Altus Primi Chori, Tenor Primi Chori, Bas-
sus Primi Chori, Cantus Secundi Chori, Altus Sec-
undi Chori, Tenor Secundi Chori, Bassus Secundi 
Chori. 

From this collection we are publishing four mo-
tets for double choir and two further works with 
Christmas texts, grouped into three volumes:4 

 

 
1 From the tenor voice of the first chorus of the collection on which 

this edition is based. 
2 Robert Siebeck, Johannes Schultz - Fürstlich Braunschweig-Lüne-

burgischer Organist in Dannenberg (Leipzig 1913); reprint: 
Inktank publishing, 2018. 

3 Blissful Peace and Joyful Musical New Year’s Wish to the Most 
Serene High-Born Prince and Lord AUGUSTO, Duke of Brunswick 
and Lüneburg. To his most gracious Prince and Lord most humbly 
dedicated with the following songs … composed by Johann Schultz, 
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G415 
1 Veni Redemptor gentium 8 

2 Nun komm der Heiden Heiland 8 

G416 
3 Ein Kindelein so löbelich 8 

4 Gelobet seist du Jesu Christ 8 

G417 
5 Jubiliert und triumphiert 4 

6 Quodlibet In dulci jubilo etc. 5 

Works 1 to 4 are labelled Concert à 8 on the original 
title page.5 The structure and instrumentation are 
the same in all of them: A high choir is contrasted 
with a low one. The 5th work has the title Weinacht 
Liedlein in bekandter Melodey mit 4. Stimmen.6 It 
has four verses, of which we only reproduce the 
first. The 6th work is a five-part quodlibet consist-
ing of five different well-known Christmas carols. 

Our edition follows the largely error-free source 
as closely as possible, but we have added bar lines 
and beams. We follow today’s accidental conven-
tions, according to which accidentals apply to the 
whole bar. Accidentals that we suggest in addition 
to the original are given in brackets. We have 
adopted the note values in even metres; in contrast, 
the note values in odd metres have been shortened 
to a quarter. We only use treble and bass clefs and 
replace the C1, C3 and C4 clefs that are found in the 
original. We have cautiously modernised and stand-
ardised the spelling of the lyrics. 

The works in this collection are intended for fes-
tive music-making and singing at Christmas and 
New Year in every conceivable combination, 
whereby this edition in individual parts is primarily 
aimed at instrumentalists. If possible, the two choirs 
should have different casts and, if appropriate, be 
positioned in different places in order to make the 
contrast and the game of questions and answers au-
dible. 

Günter and Leonore von Zadow 
Heidelberg, March 2024 

 

Lüneburg, … organist at Dannenberg. Hamburg, printed by Jacob 
Rebenlein and published by the author in the year 1645. 

4 The collection also contains a work which is described on the title 
page as A musical 4-part brain twister Fuga in homophonia be-
comes an 8-part and double-choir New Year’s wish and song. It is 
a canon of four voices each. 

5 The numbering is not original. 
6 Christmas carol in a well-known melody for 4 voices. 




